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INSIDE THESE WALLS LIES A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

ACADEMY NARRATES

Academy wishes you all a Happening New Year 2020.
I render- Happy Hosting
I speak
Words from Advisor and Board Member
- Mr R Sridhar
There is only one phrase that would aptly reflect my connect with the
academy - “Love at first sight”. I was in state of wonderment looking at
the fabulous infrastructure that our Academy possesses, immediately I
felt that it should definitely become a global icon someday. When I
heard about the various programs that we offer and the capabilities we
have I was even more convinced that the Academy can transform
millions of lives. It turned out to be a pleasant surprise to me when I was
offered a part in the Academy board. Since then, I have had so many
opportunities to visit the facility and interact with the dean and the team
members. I am even more excited to visualize the Academy going far
beyond and making a huge impact in helping students who dream of
making it big as a social entrepreneur. On interaction with some of our
old students, I was able to understand the impact that our Academy has
on their lives. It was inspiring to see every student having so much of
gratitude towards the Academy. Many thanks to CMT for her vision to
create something that is so unique and noble. I also want to compliment
the efforts taken by our dean Mr. Kumar and his team, which is driving
Academy to brilliance. If you haven’t got a chance to visit the Academy
please do make a visit once and you will have an amazing academic
experience. You might not have the same love at first sight experience
like me, but you would definitely appreciate and contribute in some way
to accentuate this incredible journey towards excellence. Best
compliments to the editorial team for bringing out this Newsletter.
I take this opportunity to wish you all a fabulously
wonderful 2020.

Wonder women
Closer to 100 women entrepreneurs representing various parts of
Tamilnadu thriving to win the battle against poverty and exclusion came
together for the 4th Hand in Hand India-IIT Women Entrepreneurs training
on Business development program. Under the leadership of Dr Kalpana
Sankar and Mr David Vijayakumar, Regional Manager of Tamilnadu Grama
Bank, the program took its phase to excellence. Completion of training
certificate was distributed to them by Ms Anu Hasan, an Indian actor and
woman entrepreneur. From SHG members to triumphant employers, these
women have traversed through boundless struggles to position
themselves. Academy is extremely proud to host such an inspiring gala
event.

All Dolled Up
Skills Development and Training Centre (SD&TC) launched their first jewel
making and second paper mache program in the Academy premises Poompuhar campus with 33 participants. Their products are available for
sale. Academy encourages such programs that empower women to
become independent entrepreneurs in the future.
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On Campus updates: I speak
Education for Everyone:
Microfinance Mania:
“If the poor cannot come to education,
education must reach them at the plough,
in the factory, everywhere”
- Swami Vivekananda
We reach out to the most deserving candidates who value
education and opportunity. We build an environment where
they can study to empower and also can seek employment.
The Academy is making firm strides and is marching forward
with the inauguration of third batch CPMM(Certificate
Program on Microfinance Management). Presence of Dr
Kalpana Sankar, CMT Hand in Hand India, Mr.Sridhar, Advisor
and Board Member, Academy, Ms Sahaana Sankar, Vice President of Hand in Hand India, Mr C.Meenakshisundaram,
General Manager, Belstar Microfinance Ltd, added more
inspiration to the event. Students were overwhelmed by the
support and motivation received. The management and the
Academy team happily welcomed the new batch of 26
students into the Hand in Hand India family.

“Tell me I may forget ; Teach me I may remember ;
Involve me and I learn”
- Benjamin Franklin
We believe in experiential learning, so our curriculum has equal
weightage for class room sessions as well as field segment practice. Our
course has a blend of theoretical knowledge and practical skills. Our field
visits happen in between classroom sessions so that the students relate
and apply what they learnt directly on field. Group presentations by the
students give a learning space for them to discuss, observe individually
and arrive at solutions to address the challenges. Our students are also
adequately sensitized from the beginning that their work revolves around
the community. So they are ready to plunge into action immediately right
after the course.

Inside Insurance:
Our Post Graduate Diploma in General Insurance Management (PGD GIM)
conducted through the span of 4 months Classroom Teaching at the Academy,
2-months On the Job Training and 6-months Internship at CholaMS came to an
end on 3rd December 2019. Evaluation of the student’s final project was done
alongside with Sankara University.

Our consultant faculty, Mr M Balakrishnan was instrumental in the successful
completion of the program. Now the students are proud employees of Chola
MS in branches of Chennai, Cuddalore, Kancheepuram and Thiruvannamalai.
They are dealing with Bancassurance for different Public Sector Banks to sell
CholaMS’s general insurance products. The experience and expertise gained
from our PGD-GIM course has equipped the students to excel in their current
workplace and also extend their potential to explore further in the future.
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I develop - Training and Development:
We conduct refresher training programs and one day follow up refresher
training programs for the Belstar community on a regular basis. All the
employees feel that this program helps them recuperate, understand their
short-comings by interacting with their co-workers from different branches
and strengthens their association to discuss how they all can function
together to produce a better outcome. They are guided and moulded by the
best faculty team. Academy is happy to encourage, listen and motivate
them to improve their professional performance. We designed and
formulated a post impact questionnaire which we have started to circulate
among the credit officers and branch managers to understand the
effectiveness and scope of improvement needed for this program.
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I innovate - What is Brewing?
We extend a hearty welcome to Dr U A Balasubramanium, Former Principal of IMAGE, as Trustee on the Board
of Hand in Hand Academy
We also welcome Mr Valliyappan, Manager-Admin
Rendezvous Research
Mahatma Gandhi National Council for Rural Education along with School of Rural Management, KIIT,
Bhubaneswar organized a Faculty Development program on Development research with a hand
holding opportunity to anchor a micro research for three months post training to receive certification.
Dr Parvatha, our research associate participated in this program and learnt new insights on
Development Research. The 9 days program had a wholesome approach with PRA and classroom
sessions. Around 20 participants from various backgrounds of study pooled over an interesting
discourse on research methodology.

Muthoot MD visit
Mr George Alexander Muthoot, MD of Muthoot Finance visited Academy and had an
interaction with the senior management team of Belstar Microfinance Ltd.

New on Wheels
Belstar Microfinance Ltd. is a leader amongst its
peers in implementing CSR programs. BML has
been generous in supporting the Academy with a
public transport vehicle

I edit - Editorial Team
Dr Parvatha Varthani K L – parvatha.k@hihacademy.edu.in
Mrs Sumathi R – sumathi.r@hihacdemy.edu.in

Suggestions? Feedback? Do write to us at info@hihacademy.edu.in

